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EX-ENVOY 10 SEOUL 
CONFIRMS BUGGING 


pga Mle 


He Acknowledges U. $. ‘Had. Device 


eke eager et 


in President Park's. Office a 


|, Gpectal to The New Yaris Times 5 
WASHINGTON, ", April’ 2=-a** 
Untied States Ambassador’, to South 
Korea, William’ J. Porter, has. confirmed 
that an American -intelligence~‘agency 
placed an electronic.. listening. device in 
the executive mansion of President Park 
Chung Hee in Seoul... id Gh wh ie & 

Mr. Porter’s. statements, ‘given in. an 
interview to be broadcast tomorrow Mahe 
by CBS News, provide the first: authorita- 
tive confirmation of earlier reports of 
electronic eavesdropping in the presiden- 
tial residence, known as 'the Blue House. 

The, United States Government ..has 
never : admitted. to having placed” 
eavesdropping device. there... Officia 
spokesmen have declined: to. confirm or, 
deny the earlier reports. —.. 

South Korean officials have said that 
they were assured by State. Department 
officials that the United States had never 
bugged the Blue House. But the. State 
Department. has’ refused. to confirm tha 
such assurances had been given.* 34" *« 


Told It Had Stopped’. 


Mr. Porter, who 1s ‘retired: now,: “was! 
asked in the interview about, reports, ‘that! 
American intelligence agents had‘placed 
the listening device. m. the -BlueHouse. 
He replied: “I was told. i ‘had Stopped 
before my arrival.” 4 6: 2} are oJ 

Me Porter, who was aiibaasatiog * th 
SeouFfrom 1967 to, 1971, was asked again 

about.the device and replied: “I was told 
that‘it was not functioning.” He added: 
“I gave a specific: order that.” Was not 
to be'renewed.” ~ 8 

ASked why, -Mr. Forter. es As 
I didn’t feel that. the. risks. Warrant 
«what "we would get.”. : : 

Mre- Porter, whose: ‘remarks. (to be} 
partiof a program called’ “Anatomy of 
a Seandal,” could not. be. reached: at: his 
horie.in Westport,” Mass.,: for‘ elabora- 
tior-But his account added new informa- 
tior?*to what. has been: teported ‘earlier, 

The- sequencé of events, as: pieced to- 
gether from officials, former officials like 
Mr. Borter, and investigators here, appar- 
ently: began sometime after. President 
Park=came to power in.a.coup in: 1961. 
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Mzz Park,"then an army general, weal 
unknown to American intelligence, which 
thus“feportedly began electronic surveil-| 
lancesnot only of the Blue House but 
alsot.6f the ministry of defense and other 
important South Korean offices. 
MrPorter’s statement that the listen- 
ing device failed fits with earlier reports 
about=how American intelligence agents 
obtained information on a series of Blue 
HouSé, meetings in the fall of. 1970, at 
which: President Park reportedly ordered 
into. “pperation a well-financed, covert! 
lobby-directed at the United: igen Con~ 


That idiosnstion® "informed ° “gources 
said, came from an informant inside the 
Blue House, not from an slectronic listen- 
ing device. Raa : 
: The-sources said that information: ‘about 
the foperation and its varticinants was, 
supplemented: by reports obtained by: in- 
tercBbting "telephone |: conversations: © in 
Seoul and between Seoul and Washington 
and: cable traffic between the two capi- 
tals.: * : | 
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Ex-Rep. Passman ong 
Accused of Bribery | 
In Korean Scandal 


By a WALL BTREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter 

WASHINGTON- A federal grand jury in-* A. 
dicted former Congressman Otto Passman : x 
of Louisiana on bribery and conspiracy 
charges stemming from the government’s 
investigation of Korean influence buying. : 

Mr. Passman was charged with seeking 
more than §200,000 in bribes from South Ko- 
rean businessman Tong Sun Park and with 
obtaining $98,000 in such bribes. Mr. Park 
was named an unindicted co¢onspirator. 

Mr. Passman, a Democrat. is the second 
former Congressman charged in the Korean 
scandal. In March, former Rep. Richard 
Hanna (D., Calif.) pleaded guilty to one 
count of conspiracy as part of a plea-bar- 
gaining agreement reached with the Justice 
Department. He had been indicted last Octo- 
ber and charged with conspiracy and on 39 
counts of fraud. Mr. Hanna admitted he had 
agreed with Mr. Park to use his congres- 
sional position to further Mr. Park’s finan- 
cial interests, 

The conspiracy count against Mr. Pass- 

- man charged him with seeking $213,000 in | 
bribes in return for influencing U.S. govern- 
Ment agencies to increase rice-purchase 
‘loans to South Korea. He alsd is alleged to 
have used his office to influence Korean gov- 
ernment officials to insist that U.S. export- 
ers use Mr. Park as an agent for selling rice 
to Korea. ° 

Three bribery counts charged Mr. Pass- 
man with accepting $98,000 in bribes from 
Mr. Park in 1973. Four other counts charged 
the former Congressinay with accepting the 
$98,000 as an illegal gratuity. 

During 1975, the indictment said, Mr.- 
Park “‘knowingly purchased’' from Mr. 
Passman watches and other jewelry at 
“substantially inflated prices,” resulting in 
at least $20,000 in profit to the former Con- 
gressman. 

The conspiracy charge cafries a maxi- 
mum penalty of five years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine upon conviction. Bribery 
charges have a maximum penalty of 15 
years in prison and a fine equal to three 
times the amount of the bribe. The illegal 
gratuity charges carry a maximum sen- 
tence of two: years in prison and a $10,000 
fine. 

In Monroe, La., Mr. Passman couldn’t be 
reached for comment. He was defeated in a 
primary reelection effort in 1976. 
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‘WERE peeimee i eee 


° 
Rep. Lester Wolff (D-N.Y.) and ee 

his ‘Pacific affairs subcommittee art Oe~ 
decided recently that they were \ 

concerned about the death sen- \ 

tence hanging over the head of 

former Pakistan prime minister ! 

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. So the sub« 

committee drafted a thoughtful 

letter to Pakistan’s ambassador 

here, pleading that Bhutto’s life 

be spared. All seven subcommit- 

tee members signed the missive. 
Ten days ago, when the subcom- 

mittee members attended a recep- 

tion at the Pakistani Embassy, 

they learned that the ambassador : 

had not received the letter. The f be 

problem: Wolff's office had ad- 

dressed it to the Bangladesh am- ; 

bassador by mistake, and mailed : 

it to the Bangladesh Embassy. 
Diplomatically the Pakistani am- 

bassador promised to read the 

message carefully if the subcom- 


mittee ever got it around to the 
right country. 


CIA Otters | 
‘oO pportunities’ 


: { lege 
NEW YORK (UPJ)—Do you have a cok 
degree? Want to work overseas? Have an 
aptitude for foreign janguages and proven 
leadership abilities? ; 
If so, the Central Intelligence Agency | 
may have a job for you. 
The CIA, in an advertisement: in the ! 
business and finance section of Sunday s 
New York Times, said it was offering 
“challenging career opportunities 4 for 
‘ those interested in vital public Laer 
Candidates, the agency said, must have 
of the following: _ 
© College degree with good academic rec- 
ord. ; 
e Keen interest in international affairs. 
® Desire and ability to serve overseas. 
® Foreign language aptitude. . . 
U.S. citizenship is required and starting 
salaries ranged from $13,662 to $16,618. ; 
be ee ies lieing in 
Candidates with “experience in living 
foreign areas” and two to five years of 
“relevant work experience” wert: pilled as 
“highly desirable.” : 
The ad also said the CIA is an equal oppor 
tunity employor and : urged women an 
minorities to apply. 


Approved For Release 2004/07/08.: 


ee 


1200070055-2 


le Se seme. th 


Sere a erent 
NEW YORK TIMES er 


TE. zs - 
Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : Cit Rops 2 oROGs 200070055 Page As 


anh 
Ge 


HA-ENVOY 10 SEOUL 
CONFIRMS BUGGING 


He Acknowledges U.S. Had’ Device 
in President Park’s Office 


By RICHARD HALLORAN 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, April 2—~—A former 
Untied States Ambassador to South 
Korea; William J. Porter, has confirmed 
that an American intelligence agency 
placed an electronic listening device in 
the executive mansion of President Park 
Chung Hee in Seoul. 

Mr. Porter's statements, given in an 
interview to be broadcast tomorrow night 
by CBS News, provide the first authorita- 
tive confirmation of earlier reports of 
electronic eavesdropping in the presiden- 
tial residence, known as the Blue House. 

The United States Government has 
never admitted to having placed the 
eavesdropping device there. Official 

‘ spokesmen have declined to confirm or 
deny the earlier reports. : 

South Korean officials have said that 
they were assured by State Department 
officials that the United States had never 
bugged the Blue House. But the tate 


Department has refused to confirm’ that 
such assurances had been given. | 


Told It Had Stopped 


Mr. Porter, who ts retired now, was 
asked in the interview about reports that 
American intelligence agents had placed 
the Ksteming device iin the Blue House. 
He replied: “I was told it had stopped 
befoxe my arrival.” . noe 


Approved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDP81M00980R001200070055-2 


MY. Porter, who was ambassador in| 


Seaul.fren 1967 to 1971, was asked again 
aboyt*th» device and replied: “I was told 
that, it was not functioning.” He added: 
“T gave a specific order that it was not 
to be,renewed.” : 

Asked why, Mr. Porter said: “Because 
I didn’t’ feel that the risks warranted 
what-we would get.” 


Mf... Purter, whose remarks are to be 


part«of a program called “Anatomy of 
a Scandal,” could not be reached at his 
home»in Westport, Mass., for elabora- 
tion, But his account added new informa- 
tion-to what has been reported earlier. 
The: sequence of events, as pieced to- 
gether from officials, former officials like 
Mr. Prter, and investigators here, appar: 
ently»hegan sometime after President 
Park’ tame to power iin a coup in 1961. 
MrwPark, then an army general, was 
unkngwn to American intelligence, which 
thus ‘reportedly began electronic surveil- 
lanc&gnot only of the Blue House but 
also-of the ministry of defense and other 
imoéttant South Korean offices. 
MrzPorter’s: statement that the listen- 
ing Wévice failed fits with earlier reports 
abowthow American intelligence agents 
obtaiiied information on a series of Blue 
House’ meetings in the fall of 1970, at 
whi¢h, President Park reportedly ordered 
into““operation a well-financed, covert 
lobli'directed at the United States Con- 
TESB s+ 
That information, informed sources 
said, came from an informant inside the 
Blue House, nat from an electronic listen- 
ing devics. wt 


‘ ' 
The'sources said that information about | 


the ‘operation .and its particinants was 


suppfsmented by reports obtained by. in- | 


terceptin:. telephone conversations in 


Seoul! anc between Seoul and Washington | 


» ardicabl: traffic between the two capi- 
als.. 


